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FACULTY BIOS 

 
 
AKIN ADEPOJU is an Attorney Advisor in the Office of Defender Services Training 
Division. Before that, he served as an Assistant Federal Defender for the Federal 
Public Defender Offices for the District of Delaware and Western District of 
Pennsylvania, where he has served in both the Trial and Capital Habeas Units. He 
has litigated cases in state and federal, trial and post-conviction courts. Before joining 
the Federal Defender, Akin was a J. Kirk Osborn Fellow and spent his time at Fair 
Trial Initiative, where he litigated capital trial cases in North Carolina. He is a 
frequent speaker and instructor in training programs for state and federal defenders. 
He frequently lectures on trial strategy and sentencing advocacy, legal writing, and 
legal ethics. Akin is a cum laude graduate of the University of Maryland, College 
Park, earned his J.D. cum laude from Rhode Island’s Roger Williams University 
School of Law, where he was a Dean’s Scholar and student-attorney in the Criminal 
Defense Clinic, and earned his LL.M. from Temple University School of Law as a 
Public Interest Scholar. Akin serves as Adjunct Professor of Law at Temple 
University School of Law and Delaware Law School, where he teaches Eighth 
Amendment Capital Punishment and Advanced Criminal Law courses.  
 
NORMA AGUILAR is a Supervisory Attorney at Federal Defenders of San Diego, 
Inc. She received her undergraduate degree from the University of California, 
Riverside, and her law degree from Boalt Hall School of Law at the University of 
California, Berkeley. During her 14 year career, Norma has tried almost 50 federal 
felony jury trials and has argued before the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals seven 
times. As a supervisory attorney, her responsibilities include handling more complex 
federal criminal cases as well as supervising and training younger attorneys. Norma 
has lectured on both federal criminal defense and trial skills throughout the United 
States, including training at the annual Orientation Seminar for New Federal 
Defenders, as well as training attorneys on the federal Criminal Justice Act Panel in 
various jurisdictions. Norma has also trained international lawyers in Mexico and in 
the United States for the National Institute for Trial Advocacy and other programs 
focused on developing trial skills for Latin American lawyers as their countries 
transition to an adversarial system. 
 



DR. DEBRA AUSTIN, Ph.D, J.D., is a law professor and lawyer well-being scholar 
and advocate. She writes and speaks about how neuroscience and psychology 
research can help law students, law faculty, lawyers, and judges improve their well-
being and performance. Her seminal work, Killing Them Softly, shines a bright light 
on lawyer depression, substance abuse, and suicide, and its application of 
neuroscience to the chronic stresses of law school and law practice depicts how law 
students and lawyers suffer cognitive damage that impairs them from doing precisely 
what their studies and practices require. Drink Like a Lawyer uses neuroscience 
research to demonstrate how self-medication with substances like alcohol, marijuana, 
and study drugs impairs law student and lawyer thinking. Food for Thought 
examines neuroscience research that explores the relationship between diet and 
increased risk of cognitive damage, such as dementia and Alzheimer’s disease, and 
describes optimal nutrition habits that build and maintain a healthy lawyer brain. 
Positive Legal Education proposes a new field of inquiry and a new method of training 
lawyer leaders that will enhance lawyer effectiveness and well-being. Windmills of 
Your Mind challenges law students, legal educators, and lawyers to improve their 
understanding of the impact emotion and stress have on performance, and how 
building mental strength can empower their professional and personal lives. Dr. 
Austin is a contributing author on the 2017 ABA National Task Force Report on 
Lawyer Well-being – The Path to Lawyer Well-being: Practical Recommendations for 
Positive Change. Dr. Austin's scholarship has been ranked in the top 10% of authors 
on SSRN by all-time downloads every month since August 2017. Dr. Austin teaches 
Lawyering Process and Professionalism and Well-being Skills for the Effective 
Lawyer at the University of Denver Sturm College of Law. She received the 
University of Denver Distinguished Teaching Award in 2019 and the William T. 
Driscoll Master Educator Award in 2001. She received her Bachelor of Music 
Education from University of Colorado; her J.D. from University of San Francisco; 
and her Ph.D. in Education from University of Denver. She is working on a book, The 
Lawyer Brain: Transform your Well-being and Develop a Performance Edge. She 
serves on the Colorado Supreme Court Lawyer Well-being Task Force. To maintain 
her well-being, Dr. Austin walks her rescue dog, meditates, and cycles on the 
beautiful trail. 
 
DR. STEPHEN GREENSPAN, Ph.D., is Emeritus Professor of Educational 
Psychology (U of Connecticut) and Clinical Professor of Psychiarty (U of Colorado). 
Author of books and papers on gullibiliy and social incompetence, especially in 
vulnerable populations. He is a pioneer and leader in the field of Fetal Alcohol 
Spectrum Disorder (FASD) and a forensic consultant, mostly in criminal cases, 
around issues of cognitive and adaptive incompetence.  
 
ALISON GUERNSEY is Clinical Associate Professor of Law, Iowa College of Law in 
Iowa City, Iowa.  Professor Guernsey teaches in and directs the law school’s Federal 
Criminal Defense Clinic. Under her supervision, law students represent indigent 
individuals charged with federal offenses in the U.S. District Courts for the Northern 



and Southern Districts of Iowa. Students also practice before the U.S. Courts of 
Appeals for the Eighth and Sixth Circuits. 
 
Before joining the faculty, Professor Guernsey was the Supervising Attorney for the 
Federal Defenders of Eastern Washington and Idaho, where she provided direct 
representation to indigent individuals charged with federal crimes at every stage of 
the criminal process, including bail hearings, preliminary hearings, jury trials, and 
sentencing. Her case types included, drug trafficking and manufacture, firearms, 
fraud, child exploitation, serious violent/sexual crime under the Major Crimes Act (18 
U.S.C. § 1153) and the Assimilative Crimes Act (18 U.S.C. § 13), and habeas-corpus 
petitions (28 U.S.C. §§ 2254 and 2255), among others. Professor Guernsey has also 
practiced before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. 
 
Prior to her employment with the Federal Defenders, Professor Guernsey clerked for 
the Honorable Michael J. Melloy, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit, and 
the Honorable Karen Nelson Moore, U.S Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. 
 
DANIEL HANSMEIER is the Appellate Chief for the Kansas Federal Public 
Defender in Kansas City, Kansas.  Dan has litigated federal criminal appeals for the 
last decade. Prior to that, he clerked with the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Atlanta, Georgia. Dan began his appellate practice with the Federal Public 
Defender’s Office in the Central District of Illinois, where he handled hundreds of 
appeals over a seven-year span. Dan joined the Kansas Federal Public Defender’s 
Office in June 2014 and has been its Appellate Chief for most of that time. Dan has 
argued around ninety appeals in the federal courts of appeals. Dan has also 
successfully litigated two cases in the United States Supreme Court (arguing one), 
and participated as co-counsel in two other cases.    
 
KARA HARTZLER is an appellate attorney at the Federal Defenders of San Diego, 
Inc.  Prior to joining the Federal Defenders, she served as the Legal Director and 
Criminal Immigration Consultant at the Florence Immigrant and Refugee Rights 
Project in Arizona, where she specialized in the immigration consequences of criminal 
convictions.  She has authored numerous books, articles, and resources for defense 
attorneys, including Surviving Padilla:  A Defender’s Guide to Advising Noncitizens 
on the Immigration Consequences of Criminal Convictions.  Kara also served as an 
adjunct professor at the University of Arizona College of Law and testified in front of 
the U.S. House of Representatives Subcommittee on Immigration on the detention 
and deportation of citizens and other due process violations in the immigration 
system.  She is the recipient of the 2018 E. Stanley Conant Award, the 2017 
Outstanding Assistant Federal Defender award, the 2013 David Carliner Public 
Interest Award, the 2013 Randy Tunac Courage in Immigration Award, and the 2010 
Robert J. Hooker Award for service to the defender community. 
 



ANDREW HUFF runs his own law office and practices in a variety of areas, 
including Indian law, water law, campaign finance law, criminal law and civil 
matters.  He graduated from Harvard in 1991 and the University of Colorado School 
of Law in 1999.  Mr. Huff’s legal career has been varied, working in the nonprofit 
sector, the government sector, and in private practice.  Prior to his present practice 
he was chief legal counsel to Governor Steve Bullock and an Assistant Attorney 
General for the Montana Department of Justice.  He is an enrolled member of the 
Chippewa Cree Tribe of Montana.  Mr. Huff lives in Helena, Montana. 
 
DR. KENNETH LYONS JONES, M.D., Dr. Kenneth Lyons Jones is the Chief of 
the Division of Dysmorphology & Teratology at the Department of Pediatrics at 
UCSD, Medical Director of the MotherToBaby California Pregnancy Health 
Information Line, and co-Director of the Center for Better Beginnings. He is a 
pediatrician by training, specializing in the identification and treatment of birth 
defects. He is actively involved in research, teaching, clinical work, and University 
and public service. He is considered the leading expert of Fetal Alcohol Syndrome 
(FAS), as he was one of two doctors at the University of Washington who first 
identified FAS in the United States in 1973. 
 
Dr. Jones’ research has focused on the evaluation and diagnosis of birth defects, 
identifying the mechanisms of normal and abnormal fetal development, and the 
recognition of new environmental agents that cause birth defects. His work on the 
recognition of new human teratogens is primarily focused through MotherToBaby 
California, a counseling and research program funded in part by the State of 
California and monies received from the Organization of Teratology Information 
Specialists (OTIS) as part of a cooperative agreement with the Health Resources and 
Services Administration (HRSA) of the US Department of Health and Human 
Services. 
 
Dr. Jones has authored over 400 publications in scientific journals as well as several 
books, and is the author of the textbook titled Smith’s Recognizable Patterns of 
Human Malformation. 
 
KOAN MERCER is a Whitefish native and current resident of Missoula. Before 
attending law school at the University of North Carolina, he graduated from 
Whitman College in Walla Walla, WA, and worked for two years as a congressional 
aide in Washington, D.C. After graduating from UNC in 2004, he returned to 
Montana and became a public defender working in Missoula’s district and justice 
courts. In 2008, he transferred to the Office of the Appellate Defender where he 
presently handles direct appeals from criminal, DN, and DI cases and serves as the 
office pessimist. 
 
JENNIFER E. WILLIS joined the Federal Defenders of the Southern District of 
New York as an Assistant Federal Defender in 2015. Prior to joining the office, Ms. 



Willis worked for twelve years with the Law Office of the Cook County Public 
Defender, with eleven of those years spent as a senior trial attorney in the Chicago 
Felony Division. She also previously served for two years as a staff attorney with the 
Committee for Public Counsel Services in Massachusetts. She is a frequent speaker 
and sought after instructor in trial advocacy. Ms. Willis received her J.D. from New 
York University School of Law and a B.A. in Political Science from Columbia 
University. 


